
 
  

Publications Committee: A Change in Leadership 

Ever wonder how Ashford faculty members help oversee the 
wonderful content that students contribute to the university’s 
various publications? Having great leadership helps. Earlier 
this month, Dr. Matthew Lewerenz assumed the role of Chair 
of the Publications Committee. Let’s congratulate Dr. Lewerenz 
for taking over this important position last held by Dr. Jodi 
Gabriel Scala, who contributed greatly to helping establish the 
various publications in Ashford’s College of Liberal Arts. 

English Exchange is looking for Student Editors!  
 
This month, our newsletter bids a heartfelt farewell to two 
very talented contributors, Jessica Acuna and Tram Nguyen. 
Please read former Student Editor Kristi Dougay’s interview 
on page 3. If you’re interested in filling one of these positions 
for the fall season, please contact the Faculty Editor, 
Michael Cooper (Michael.Cooper@ashford.edu), for more 
information. It’s a great opportunity to enhance your 
resumes!  
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In this class review, Student 
Editor Katrina Thatcher 
reflects on the reasons why the 
classic texts covered in ENG 
345, British Literature I, are 
still highly relevant and even 
entertaining to this day. Have 
you ever heard a bawdy joke in 
Middle English?  
 

 
 

 
Like the very best English courses that we take at Ashford, British Literature I offers an 
opportunity to narrow our insight on specific topics that relate to an important period of 
literary history—the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and the Enlightenment. Perhaps you’ve 
heard of literary giants such as Chaucer and Milton, but have you truly studied their works?  
 
First, let me say that the greats in ENG 345 aren’t only contained within the course 
anthology; the professors that teach this course help bring the great writings to life. Recently, 
I completed the British Literature I with the incredible professor Kevin Vaughn Brubaker. 
The beauty of his course is that he provides a deepened perspective on how the authors from 
this period achieved their greatness. The writers of these great poems and narratives were 
making thought provoking commentary on the issues of their day. They were showing readers 
what was really happening politically and expressing their ideas in truly creative ways.  
 
One text covered in ENG 345 is Beowulf. This epic poem is an example of a hero quest myth 
that is still very popular even today: a tale of a great warrior that was passed through many 
traditions orally before it ever existed in print, with the great warrior always being the one to 
dominate in the end. Still, the interpretations that we can pull from this incredible writing 
will still be relevant for many generations to come. Indeed, we can find Beowulf’s roots in 
popular cultural texts such as Star Wars and Lord of the Rings.  
 
However, the readings in British Literature I hold many surprises, too. Without spoiling too 
much of the fun, I will say that no matter how much you dive into these writings they are 
going to shock you. The authors actually intended to shock their audiences back then! As an 
example take Jonathan Swift’s A Modest Proposal. Yes, we learn in this class that Swift is a 
cunning satirist, but this writing is also a very serious piece of literature.  While cannibalism 
is frowned upon, this piece centers on a complex social problem of that era and a very 
interesting way to solve it.  
 
This course is very much an up, down, and side-to-side experience. You will not know where 
you stand, and where the satire and dark humor is going to hit you, but it is totally worth it 
in the end. Good Luck and enjoy this amazing experience because in British Literature II we 
have a whole new adventure! 
 

 

 
                       Adventures in the Past: Assessing the Great ENG 345 
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An Interview with 
Former Student 

Editor, 
Kristi Dougay 

  
~ By Jessica Acuna, Student Editor  
 
Kristi Dougay, former 
Student Editor at the 
English Exchange, 
contributed many fine 
articles to this newsletter. 
In February, she 
successfully earned her 
degree at Ashford. Now 
read about Kristi’s 
experiences working on 
the English Exchange. 
Perhaps you will even be 
interested in taking her 
place on our talented 
staff! 
 

EE: Kristi, how was your experience working on the 
English Exchange? Were there any pros or cons?  
 
I loved working on the English Exchange! Dr. Michael 
Cooper, the newsletter’s Faculty Editor, gave me great 
feedback on my submissions and was very enthusiastic about 
making each issue better than the last. I was honored to 
work with my fellow student editors, both of whom are very 
talented writers. There weren’t any cons to working on the 
newsletter but it definitely requires time-management skills 
to write the articles and get them in by deadline.  
 
EE: What was your favorite contribution to the EE? 
What inspired you to write that?   
 
My favorite contribution was an article I wrote about several 
new minors that are now offered by Ashford. The article was 
actually assigned to me but it was one of my favorites 
because I find it interesting to learn about new opportunities 
that were not previously offered. I often found myself 
wishing that some of those options had been offered when I 
chose my own minor. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
EE: How do you think writing on the EE helped you 
here at Ashford?  
 
Writing for the English Exchange helped me to gain some 
experience in journalistic writing, which was quite new to 
me. It also gave me some additional experience in editing 
and revising my writing using the feedback I received. My 
college experience benefited as well because it made me feel 
more connected to the school and my fellow students to be 
involved in a university publication.  
 
EE: What’s next for you?  
 
I finished my last class at Ashford recently so right now it 
just feels so odd to not have a reading assignment or a paper 
to write. I am still undecided about grad school and I 
actually like the company I work for very much so I am most 
likely going to start applying for positions with my present 
employer that allow me to utilize my education and 
experience. I am also very excited to get back to writing. I 
very much enjoy writing contemporary romance, adventure, 
and horror stories and I haven’t had much time for that 
these last four years. 
                                                          (Continued on page 8) 
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Writing, it’s an art form unlike any other. Through the creative manipulation of words, stories are created 
and a journey can play out on the page. These journeys create an imagined backdrop unlike any other all 
while giving both the writer and the reader an unforgettable experience. But while the term “literature” 
seems to define every type of text under the sun, there is much more to it than that. Published writing, in 
other words, comes in all shapes and sizes. For instance, while most will agree that novels always offer a 
unique experience, it’s important to recognize that the authors of these texts use specific techniques to 
shape that particular experience. Two of the more popular forms of literature are Literary fiction (literature 
that is considered more serious and not read for pure entertainment) and Genre fiction (drama, horror, 
fantasy). But what exactly makes these two forms of storytelling different? How are they similar? Why is 
one form of writing considered more serious than the other? 
 
It’s important to note that Literary fiction is significantly different from Genre fiction. For starters, 
Literary fiction is viewed in a more serious light and can be studied in prestigious universities such as 
Ashford. According to the Huffington Post, the average reader equates “serious” Literary fiction with the 
term boring (Petite, 2014, p. 1). Yet, it’s important to note that Literary fiction is geared more towards 
social observation or even political criticism. Writers of this form of literature also have a tendency to 
explore the psychology of human beings or even the human condition in general. Many readers who prefer 
popular fictional forms such as horror and romance like to escape the harsh realities of the real world, but 
Literary fiction has themes that focus on the real world and provides a better understanding of it (Petite, 
2014, p. 1). For instance, in many of my literature courses, I have used psychoanalytical approaches to 
interpret narratives. With these essays, I used Freudian terminology to explore the psychology of a lifelike 
literary character such as those that are found in Kate Chopin and Edgar Allan Poe stories.  
 
Genre literature is definitely a more popular writing form with a much wider range of fans. Genre writing 
includes such types of books as Westerns, Mysteries, Romances, and Science Fiction, all of which act as a 
form of escapism for readers. When defining what “Genre” writing is, consider its filmic counterpart. 
Much like Genre fiction, movies can be classified in specific categories. These popular films rely on time-
honored conventions to make audiences laugh, cry, or scream. Certain Genres can even be broken down 
into subgenres. Comedy, for example, has its own subgenres such as sentimental comedy or even satirical 
comedy. It’s important to note that characters in these narratives (whether in film or text) are much more 
two-dimensional than those found in Literary fiction. You wouldn’t really be able to write a compelling 
psychoanalytical essay on any of the characters in a Twilight book, for instance. 

Maybe it’s All Just Pleasure Reading: The Differences and Similarities between 
Genre and Literary Fiction 

 
                                                                ~ By Dori Biata, Student Editor 
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Yet, there are some similarities between Literary fiction and Genre 
fiction. Perhaps this is why some students confuse the terms at 
times. One major similarity between the two forms of writing is that 
they each tell a story. These narratives always have a beginning, 
middle, and an end. Taking a course such as ENG 318, Creative 
Writing, here at Ashford will teach you this. However, Genre 
writing tends to focus more on the story itself: authors of popular 
fiction want to keep readers turning the pages. Therefore, they keep 
the story moving with surprising and exciting events. Again, odds 
are that you won’t be reading a Stephen King novel in your Ashford 
courses anytime soon. Yes, Poe does feature some of the same scary 
events, but he is more interested in exploring the internal 
developments and psychology of his characters.  
 
This is not to say that Genre writing does not have its value. Many 
of us have become English majors because of our love for reading in 
general. We read so many dense and complex texts in and out of our 
classes, who’s to say that a little light reading is a bad thing? Plus, 
lugging a big anthology onto the beach isn’t the most convenient 
way to enjoy a nice day. In the end, what really makes Literary 
fiction and Genre writing special is their ability to tell a good 
narrative. After all isn’t that what a story is all about?  
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—  Dori Biata, English Exchange Student Editor 

 

 

 
The Countdown 

________ 
 

Five Big Differences between 
Genre and Literary Fiction! 

 
1. Characters: Typically Literary 
fiction features characters that are 
more complex and dynamic than 
those featured in Genre fiction. 

2. Action: While the storylines in 
Literary fiction can be exciting, too, 
Genre fiction is better known for its 
page-turning events. This is why so 
many Genre books are made into 
popular movies.  

3. Genre: Don’t confuse the genres 
of literature (poetry, short stories, 
drama, nonfiction, etc.) with the 
various categories of Genre fiction 
(Thriller, Romance, Science 
Fiction, Fantasy, etc.)!  

Writers of Genre fiction use time-
honored conventions to create a 
specific type of story. Thus, readers 
can expect a good Sci-Fi novel to 
always feature spaceships and 
aliens.  

4. Subjects: Literary fiction focuses 
on realistic topics. The subject 
matter of theses short stories and 
novels relate to delving into the 
human psyche to fully explore what 
it means to be a part of society.  

On the other hand, Genre fiction is 
considered more as a means of 
escapism. People read Mysteries, 
Fantasies, and even Horror novels 
so that they can escape the realities 
of their own lives.  

5. Endings: Typically, Genre 
novels end with a clear resolution. 
The mystery is solved, the monster 
is defeated, or the romance is 
completed. 

Literary fiction concludes in a more 
open-ended fashion which seems 
truer to life. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-petite/literary-fiction-vs-genre-fiction_b_4859609.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-petite/literary-fiction-vs-genre-fiction_b_4859609.html
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Summer is officially upon us. That means more time for reading and the need for finding 
a cool place away from the sun. Many of us will choose to accomplish both things with 
our favorite author. Some might even be inspired to write creatively or academically this 
summer, too. After all, just because we might have a little time off doesn’t mean that we 
can’t be productive. I know that I am looking forward to being inspired by my favorite 
author, William Shakespeare. We all know that he contributed greatly to the pillars of 
English literature and the English language as a whole. However, we cannot take for 
granted just how much Shakespeare still inspires readers and writers to this day.  
 
An innovator of English literature, Shakespeare influenced genres such as poetry and 
drama. Ben Johnson once declared this about Shakespeare: “He was not of an age, but for 
all time!” Truly, his sonnets and plays would resonate with the emotions and experiences 
of humans for generations to come. We only need to consider all of the recent film 
adaptations of his plays to realize that he has created timeless art that appeals to people 
of all walks of life and all levels of education. Yes, Shakespeare penned sonnets and plays 
that told the stories of every stage of life a person could experience. He portrayed various 
classes of people and never condescended to his characters, even though they might not 
have all been kings and queens. Just think of young Romeo and Juliet, tragic Macbeth, 
and jealous Othello.  
 
Shakespeare’s legacy is not just in his writing, but also in his contributions to everyday 
language. Did you know that he contributed nearly 1700 words to the English language? 
Shakespeare inspires us every day even when we aren’t reading his literature! A man of 
talent, creativity, and great insight into the human condition, he brought to the English 
language words that we so commonly use today we simply do not think about their 
origins; simple, basic words such as the following: jaded, negotiate, cold-blooded, gloomy, 
obscene, frugal, discontent, premediated, ode, lustrous, radiance, and compromise, to list 
just a few. 
 

    (Continued on next page) 

Summertime Odes to Inspiration: One Student’s Tribute to 
Shakespeare 

By Tram Nguyen, Student Editor 
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Shakespeare is truly a giver of works and a giver of words, but perhaps his most lasting gift 
is the gift of writers who are influenced by his writing; like a stepping stone in our own 
maturation as writers and scholars, exposure to Shakespeare is instrumental to all writers 
and literary critics at some stage in their career. In fact, I can say that Shakespeare inspired 
me to pursue a degree in English – Literary Studies in particular. I even plan on continuing 
my education after my time at Ashford and applying to graduate schools.   
 
I realize that I am a small speck in the map of writers who have been influenced by William 
Shakespeare. That’s fine. The map would not be as detailed if it weren’t for every single 
person who aspires to write like the great playwright. The same is true for whichever great 
literary author you might be reading this summer. So take a breath, think of a writer that 
may have inspired you—if it was not Shakespeare himself—and set aside some time in the 
months to come so that you can read as much of that artist’s work as possible.  
 
Your chosen writer may have been influenced by Shakespeare, too. Poets such as John Keats 
and writers such as John Steinbeck were all influenced by the passion and the writing of 
William Shakespeare. The only thing that remains to be seen is who might be the next 
Shakespeare of a future generation. Could it be you? 
 
                                                                          References  
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EE: Do you think writing on a university newsletter will help you in your future 
endeavors? If so, how? If not, why not?  
 
I have added my position as a Student Editor on the English Exchange to my resume under 
my collegiate achievements and activities. I think the experience I gained in this position 
will show prospective employers that I have a history of working under a deadline and 
producing work that is concise and clear.  
 
EE: Were you able to use the EE as a helpful resource when you applied for 
graduate school?  
 
I haven’t applied for graduate school yet as I am not exactly sure what field of study I would 
want for my Master’s. Right now, I am going to take some time to focus on my career and my 
family, but if I apply to graduate school in the future, I will definitely include my experience 
writing for the newsletter. 
 
EE: Did writing on the EE ever make you feel like you wanted to become a 
journalist?  
 
It did! I think it would be really interesting to work for an online journal, a newspaper, or in 
television, writing articles for publication or scripts for news broadcasters. I have been 
writing fiction as a hobby since I was in junior high but until I began writing for the EE, I 
had no experience at all with journalistic writing. It has been an enlightening experience for 
sure! 
 
EE: Now that you are moving on, do you have any words of encouragement for 
future EE Student Editors?  
 
As college students, we are all so incredibly busy. One of the great things about writing for 
the English Exchange is that it is a quarterly publication. It doesn’t take as much time or 
work as some may fear and the experience that you will gain is amazing. There’s nothing 
quite like seeing an article that you wrote published and your name on the byline.    
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                A Note from the Editor 

Happy summer, readers! 
As you probably know, June 20th of 2016 marked the first official day of 
summer, also known as the Summer Solstice. Even though it is summer 
now, most of us will still have the same responsibilities to which we must 
attend during any other season of the year: we have jobs, family, and 
classes to manage; the summer months only seem to mean that the 
weather is turning hotter!  
However, English majors always attribute special meaning to June, July, 
and August. We all remember this time as an opportunity to escape the 
heat with a good book or to spend some time outside of a grade school 
classroom so that we can catch up with our favorite author’s latest books. 
Truly, summertime always holds memories of getting lost in a good book 
and finding on the page characters with whom we identify.  

This month’s English Exchange highlights these ideas. Whether you 
choose to read a good Genre novel or to read more work from your favorite 
literary author, remember to cultivate your love of English and reading! 

 
                                    ~ Michael Cooper, Faculty Editor, English Exchange 

Dr. Michael Cooper, Assistant 
Professor, College of Liberal Arts  
 
~ Michael.Cooper@ashford.edu 

Jessica Acuna is a 
senior and majoring 
in English. She 
enjoys studying the 
craft of Creative 
Writing and making 
up children’s stories. 
Wilson Rawls’s 
Where the Red Fern 
Grows is one of her 
favorite stories. 
 

 
Tram Nguyen is in 
her third year of 
studying as an 
English major. She 
has practiced 
creative writing 
since a young age 
and aims to 
someday have a 
novel of her own 
published.  
 

 
 

   
  

   
  

  
  

   
  

    

Dori Biata is 
majoring in 
English with a 
minor in 
Psychology. Her 
interests include 
the field of 
education and she 
aspires to be a 
well-published 
author.     
 

English major 
Katrina 
Thatcher hopes 
to become a 
literary editor and 
to discover the 
next J.K. Rowling. 
She loves to read, 
obviously, because 
she reads over 200 
books a year. 
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