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 Hello Future Graduates, and welcome to the first edition of the 
English Exchange, our online newsletter for students.   
 I would like to take a moment to introduce myself to you.  I am the 
Academic Chair for the Division of Communication Arts, encompassing 
Applied Linguistics, Communication Studies, English, and Journalism.  In 
addition, I am the program chair for English.  My role is to oversee the 
functioning of the division at large but also to oversee any initiatives or 
projects to improve the English bachelor’s degree program whether it be 
new courses, revising courses, training instructors, or more.   
 I have a bachelor’s degree, master’s degree, and doctoral degree in 
English.  My primary area of interest is Rhetoric and Composition, not the 
typical literary focus of many English professors.  This area focuses more on 
the pedagogy of writing and less on the analysis of literature.  I love what I 
do.  I am at heart a teacher, and my degrees have served me well. 
 One of our initiatives this year is to showcase the talents of our 
fabulous students in the English program by making visible the good work 
that you do.  This is why you now have before you our newsletter, the 
English Exchange.   We look forward to getting to know all of you better in 
the upcoming year.   
 
PAULA BATTISTELLI, Ph.D. 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR & ACADEMIC CHAIR, COMMUNICATION ARTS 
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Our goal is to reach 
out to and recognize 
our English majors as 
well as to introduce 
prospective English 
majors to our 
program here at 
Ashford. 

 

 As the editor, I 
would like to welcome 
you to the first edition 
of the English Exchange, 
a student newsletter for 
undergraduate English 
majors at Ashford 
University.  Our goal is 
to reach out to and 
recognize our English 
majors as well as to 
introduce prospective 
English majors to our 
program here at 
Ashford.  
 As an English 
major, each student is 
part of a community of 
a dedicated group of 
scholars—students and 
faculty.  Our full-time  
English faculty 
members offer a wide 
spectrum of teaching 
experience and keep the 
English community 
vibrant and active with 
scholarly and creative 
work. At Ashford, the 
Bachelor of Arts in 
English degree program 
offers a study of 
literature, writing, and 
critical thinking skills.  
 
 

from the editor of Ashford’s English Exchange 
  In addition to 

introductory courses in 
literature, writing, and 
film, the English 
program offers courses 
in Literary Genres, 
American and British 
Literature, Linguistics, 
International Voices, 
Literary Research,  
Creative Writing, and 
more!  
 You may also 
pursue a dual major 
and become part of our 
larger Communication 
Arts community.  
Pairing an English 
major with other 
exciting majors at 
Ashford may be just the 
combination that works 
for you.  
 Options include: 
Communication 
Studies, Applied 
Linguistics, Journalism 
and Mass 
Communication, 
Liberal Arts, and Public 
Relations and 
Marketing. 
 In this newsletter, 
we  will show why we 
love English and each 
edition will feature 

student and faculty 
profiles, opportunities, 
and other important 
topics.  
 If you would like to 
see a special topic or 
feature, please email the 
editor at: 
jacquelyn.markham@faculty.
ashford.edu.  
  We want to hear from 
our English majors or 
those who want to be 
majors! 
 
JACQUELYN 
MARKHAM, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of 
English  
Editor, English Exchange 
 
 

 

Professor Markham, Editor  
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 Did you know that 
mastery of academic 
writing challenges the 
majority of college 
students? The act of 
translating ideas from our 
brains into words on the 
page (or computer screen) 
can confound even 
English majors. Yet 
writing, along with 
reading, communicating, 
and critical thinking, is 
how we express ourselves 
as literate individuals and 
participants in our 
democratic society.  
Developing strong literacy 
skills is a cornerstone of 
an Ashford education. 
 
 Ashford University 
students can now turn to 
the Ashford Writing 
Center (AWC) for 
resources to help you 
become a better writer.  
The AWC can be a huge 
help as you progress 
through your classes.  
Check out our tutoring 
and our website, and let 
us know what you think! 

Ashford Writing Center (awc) 
Great for English Majors too! 
 

 

 

 

The act of translating ideas 
from our brains into words 
on the page (or computer 
screen) can confound even 
English majors. 
 

Emily Nye Ph.D.  
Director, 
Ashford Writing Center 

 

 
If you are in select General 
Education courses 
(including English 121, 122, 
and soon 125 and 225), you 
can contact AWC tutors—
writing consultants—and 
they will provide helpful 
comments on your papers. 
You can also contact them 
through Live Chat (an 
instant message system 
available Monday through 
Friday, 10-11 a.m. and 4-5 
p.m.). 
 
continued on p. 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Under the Writing 
 Resources tab, you 
 will find resources 
 in downloadable 
 PDF format, 
 available 24/7, 
 including: 
 

• Annotated 
bibliography 
format 

• APA help 
• Sample essays 
• Thesis generator 

(for help 
developing main 
ideas) 

• Avoiding 
plagiarism tips 

• Grammar and 
punctuation tips 
and quizzes. 

 
The AWC website is 
always at your 
fingertips at:  

  http://awc.ashford.edu 
 
Let us know how you 
like the AWC 
resources—our goal 
is to help you thrive 
in your English 
classes and beyond! 

 

http://awc.ashford.edu/
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When a professor sees 
a student blossom 
before her eyes in a 
five-week course, it is 
unlikely that she will 
forget that student.  
Such was the situation 
in my Creative Writing 
class a few months ago, 
and the catalyst for my 
contacting Kathleen 
“Kate” Fosmark in 
hopes of connecting 
with her to ask if she 
would be willing to be 
profiled in the first 
edition of English 
Exchange.  Fortunately, 
she agreed.  
  Not surprisingly, 
I learned that Kate had 
recently placed as a 
Finalist in the Phish 
Publishing Awards for 
"The Silent 
Reverberation of 
Noise," a piece she 
wrote for the class.  A 
prolific writer, Kate is 
majoring in English. 
But wait, Kate already 
has a BS and an MBA! I  
asked her why she is 
back at Ashford earning 
an English degree. She 
replied with this 
anecdote on how she 
made the decision: 
   
  

Student Kate Fosmark complements 
Ashford MBA with English Major 

  

 

 “My initial 
amusement at my 
daughter’s flair for the 
dramatic gradually 
ceded to sincere 
contemplation as I 
reviewed my past, 
present, and potential 
future.” 
 Kate Fosmark 
 

 “Several 
months ago, my 13-
year-old daughter 
slammed the front 
door, stomped over to 
my desk, and 
announced rather 
indignantly, ‘Mom, I 
insist that you teach 
English!’  It seems that 
my reverence for 
grammar and writing 
found such depth 
within my child that 
her teacher’s use of the 
[non]word, ‘funner,’ 
drove her to such 
despair that she 
circulated a petition 
among her cohorts 
demanding my 
enlistment in education.  
My initial amusement 
at my daughter’s flair 
for the dramatic 
gradually ceded to 
sincere contemplation 
as I reviewed my past, 
present, and potential 
future.” 
 That day, as I 
surveyed the landscape 
of my workspace for a 
path to follow, I studied 
my wall of degrees:  a 
BS in Social Services/ 
Mental Health (1994) an 
embossed proclamation 
of Nursing Home 
Administrator (1997), 

and the richly framed 
MBA specializing in 
Healthcare 
Administration with  
Ashford University’s 
seal of approval (2012).  
An empty spot on the 
wall mocked my brief 
foray into a Doctorate 
of Business 
Administration, 
quickly abandoned for 
lack of passion.   
 My eyes 
surveyed the various 
writing projects strewn 
across my desk:  the 
story my daughter and 
I worked on; several 
freelance pieces; my 
sons’ (3 and 6) 
creations; and multiple 
requests for revisions 
on my  novel.  I picked 
up the telephone and 
called an admissions 
advisor at Ashford.” 
 
continued on page 6 

  

 
 
Kate Fosmark, Ashford Student 
  
 

 



 

English Exchange 
Page 5 of 6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The AWC 
headquarters in San 
Diego employs four 
professional, full-time 
writing consultants.  
Each has a Master’s 
degree in English and 
experience teaching 
college-level writing.  
Our staff has been 
trained to respond to 
your papers with 
specific, helpful 
suggestions that will 
help you revise 
effectively before 
turning in your final 
assignments.  Look for 
the link to tutoring and 
Live Chat in your 
ecollege classes, or 
contact the AWC with 
your questions at 
writing@ashford.edu. 
 What if you are not 
in a class that has access 
to tutoring?  Or what if 
you’re working on a 
paper draft at 11 p.m. 
and you suddenly 
realize you don’t 
remember how to 
format an annotated 
bibliography?   
  

 “The act of translating 
ideas from our brains into 
words on the page (or 
computer screen) can confound 
even English majors.” 
 
 Emily Nye Ph.D. 
 Director  
 Ashford Writing Center 
  

 
 
The AWC website is always 
at your fingertips. 
To visit the website, go to  
http://awc.ashford.edu.  
 
  Let us know how you 
like the AWC resources—
our goal is to help you 
thrive in your English 
classes and beyond! 
 

 

  

To learn more about 
English courses, 
follow the link below:  
 
English Degree 
Courses 
 

 

 

Awc: Great for English Majors too! 
continued from page 3 

 

 
Ashford Student Writers  
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 A great story, I said, 
and what will you do with 
your English degree once 
earned?  She explained that 
as a ”48-year-old, stay-at-
home wife and mother of 
three,” she now knows what 
she wants to be “when they 
grow up.” She said that once 
she completes “the requisite 
curriculum for an English 
degree from our University 
next year” that she wants to 
teach English as a “highly 
qualified educator and enter 
a Ph.D. program in the 
subject.” 
 And in the meantime, 
what will Kate be doing as 
she works on her English 
degree? “My endeavors and 
experiences in the program 
deepen my knowledge and  

skill, and I have found a 
welcome community of 
writers,” Kate says.  And 
even if (or when) her novel, 
Choices and Consequences hits 
the bestsellers’ list, Kate 
Fosmark  tells me that her 
“favorite writing will occur 
in, and barely out of—
through free interaction in 
the Ashford Café--our 
classes.” 
 Yes Kate did blossom 
in our creative writing class, 
and her valuable 
contributions in assigned 
peer reviews and support in 
the Ashford Café helped her 
peers to flourish as well.  
Truly, Kate Fosmark stands 
as an example of one of our 
most dedicated Ashford 
students.  
  Jacquelyn Markham, 
 Professor & Editor 

Ashford student, Kate Fosmark  
continued from page 4 

 
 
Kate Fosmark, Ashford Student 
 
  
 

Upcoming 
Watch for the next edition of English Exchange: What can you do with 
an English major? 
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