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Lora Seabury 

Ashford Student 
  
 

“Lora Seabury, an English 
major, is a member of AU’s 
“Golden Key International 
Honor Society.” During her 
course of study at Ashford, 
she has maintained a 4.0 
average and plans to 
graduate in spring of 2015.  
 When I asked Ms. 
Seabury why she chose 
English as her major, she 
responded philosophically: 
“Upon contemplating why I 
chose to be an English 
major, I realized that I did 
not [choose it], it selected 
me.” She explained, “life is 
an author in its own right, 
and no human author can 
pen the stories that life 
does.” 

So, in 2012, Seabury 
made some dramatic changes 
in her career choices. She said: 
“life, who was now re- 
writing my entire script, 
introduced me to Ashford 
University.” Still somewhat 
undecided about her new 
field of study, Seabury 
experienced a literature class 
that pointed the way. She 
said, “I laughed my way 
through ‘The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty,’ cried my way 
through Updike’s ‘Dog’s 
Death,’ and soon realized that 
I was now traveling Frost’s 
‘Road Not Taken.’” The top 
three AU English classes that 
Lora “enjoyed immensely” 
were International Voices, 
Creative Writing, and 
Introduction to Literature. In 
short, she was inspired by “all 
of this wonderful new and 
stimulating information that 
was being presented” and 
realized that she wanted to 
someday share it with others. 
Her long term goal is to earn a 
master’s degree in English 
and teach adult students like 
herself.   
 

(Student Profile continued p. 2) 
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Welcome 
Dr. Lorna Wheeler! 

Professor Lorna Wheeler, 
Former Associate Dean in the 
College of Liberal Arts, has 
moved to the English 
Program to serve as the 
Upper Division Chair.  

 

Dr. Wheeler joined Ashford 
University in November 2012 
after working both on 
traditional campuses and 
online in teaching and 
administration for more than 
ten years.  

Her online experience 
includes serving as Program 
Director for South University 
online and teaching at 
Kaplan University online. 
Additionally, she taught at 
Penn State University, Metro 
State University of Denver, 
and University of Colorado. 
Dr. Wheeler earned a PhD in 
Literature from the 
University of Colorado at 
Boulder, focusing on African 
American women writers of 
the 19th and 20th centuries. 
She also holds an MA and a 
BA, both in English, from the 
same institution.  

Lora Seabury 
Ashford Student 

  
(Student Profile continued from p.1) 

 
Lora lives with her 

husband, Jim, in Schodack, New 
York and has two grown 
children, Sarah, twenty-seven, 
and Amber, twenty-three, and a 
grandson, Caleb, who will be 
seven at the end of this month. 
She loves that grandmother and 
grandson work on their 
homework together, and says 
when they are not doing 
homework, they “enjoy 
discussing great literature like 
The Cat in the Hat, Harold and the 
Purple Crayon, and Where the 
Wild Things Are.” This exchange 
between Lora and her grandson 
shows her desire to “give back 
the same gift” that she has 
received from her own 
education.  

Of her journey, she says: 
“When I turn the last page of the 
last chapter in my tale, I only 
hope that I will have given back 
to English what it has given to 
me—not only an outlet for tears, 
joy, and creative ideas, but an 
unparalleled fulfillment.”   

 
  

 
 

 “It has been my honor to 
be part of the 

administrative team for 
COLA and I am happy to 

be able to stay with 
Ashford as upper-division 

English Chair. I am a 
teacher at heart, and I look 

forward to more time in 
the classroom.” 

Dr. Lorna Wheeler 
  

 
 

Dr. Wheeler lives in 
Lafayette, CO with her 
partner Lara and their two 
children, Elena and Tobin. In 
her spare time, she enjoys 
the outdoors with her family 
and getting lost in the 
University of Denver library 
archives, where she can 
frequently be found poring 
over 19th century (and 
earlier) cookbooks.  

 
  

 

To learn more about Ashford University 
English courses, follow the link below: 

English Degree Courses 

 
 

 
 

http://www.ashford.edu/degrees/online/ba-english-courses.htm
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From the Editor 

 

As I sit down to create the second 
edition of the English Exchange, I 
reflect upon how exciting it has 
been to meet new students and 
learn more about them and their 
aspirations—beyond the classroom. 
I am pleased to recognize our 
students and in this issue, we 
feature another Ashford English 
major, Lora Seabury. She has an 
inspirational story to share that I 
think you will enjoy.  
 Getting to know more about 
my colleagues is another reward 
and I am happy to profile two of 
our AWC Writing Consultants this 
time. It is a pleasure to learn more 
about the people who contribute so 
much to the learning environment 
at Ashford.  
 Change is in the air and you 
can learn more about changes in 
English and Communication Arts 
in the columns “Welcome Dr. 
Wheeler” and “From Dr. Battistelli, 
Academic Chair.” Take a moment, 
too, to view the video message 
from Dr. Battistelli.  
 Finally, “What can you do with 
an English major?” provides 
resources and information for 
English majors that I hope you will 
find useful. Thanks for reading! 
 
Dr. JACQUELYN MARKHAM 
Associate Professor of English  
Editor, English Exchange 
 
 

What to do with an 
English major 

You are an English major (or 
you are considering an English 
major) because you love English, 
but what do you do with an 
English major after graduation? 
How often do we hear this 
question and contemplate our 
futures? Author and Fellow at 
Cornell University, Daniel 
Schwarz, addresses critical 
questions about studying the arts 
and humanities in his blog.  His 
article, “What to do with a BA in 
English?” delves into the topic. 
Schwarz (2013) shares some of 
his students’ experiences after 
graduation.  Taken from a talk he 
gave before an audience, 
Schwarz quotes his students’ 
responses to this often asked 
question:   
 
• “I graduated from Harvard 

Law school and now work 
for the city of New York” 

• " I am at MOMA working on 
foundation relations” 

• "I work at Christie’s as a 
Junior specialist" 

• "I am working in hospital 
administration" 

• "I work in the financial 
industry"  

• "I am . . . a paralegal" 
• "I am an editor in a major 

publishing house" 
• "I am a professor of English” 
• “I am in medical school in 

New York" (para. 2) 

The experiences of these 
students illustrate that the 
skills gained while studying 
the subject that they love are 
skills that they can bring to 
the table in a wide variety of 
careers.   
 According to Schwarz 
(2013), an English major 
“brings to career possibilities  
the ability to think critically, 
speak articulately, write 
lucidly and precisely, and to 
read powerfully, deftly, and 
with understanding of 
subtleties and nuances.” He 
continues, “They know how 
language works and have the 
written and oral skills to 
communicate effectively” 
(para. 7). Great news for those 
who develop these skills.  
   

(continued p. 4) 
 
 
 

 
 

 The goal of the 
English Exchange is to 
reach out to and 
recognize our English 
majors at Ashford.  
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Chandra Howard, 
M.A.,A.B.D. 

Awc Writing consultant 
 

I have been a writing consultant at 
the Ashford Writing Center (AWC) 
since August 2013.  My university 
teaching experience includes all 
composition levels, and my 
academic background is in English, 
Ethnic Studies, and Cultural 
Rhetoric.  I am currently writing 
my dissertation; my topic is multi-
ethnic children’s literature and the 
rhetoric of race. 

I’m a San Diego native and 
love to camp in southern 
California, particularly Joshua 
Tree.  I’m an avid traveler—just 
returned from New York (where I 
saw Hedwig and the Angry Inch) and 
heading to Nashville this summer.  
I love exploring the weird parts of 
cities; perhaps the oddest place I’ve 
ever stayed is an orphanage-
turned-hostel in New Orleans.  I 
think RoadsideAmerica.com might 
be my favorite website! 
 
 

  
 

 
Chandra Howard, M.A., A.B.D. 
 

 
“My university teaching 
experience includes all 

composition levels, and my 
academic background is in 

English, Ethnic Studies, and 
Cultural Rhetoric.” 

  
 Chandra Howard, 
AWC Writing Consultant 

 

 
 

What to do with an 
English major 

 (continued from p. 3) 
 
 Still, in addition to 
knowing how language 
works, students need to 
know where to find 
resources. They need 
connections to find these 
kinds of opportunities 
Schwarz’s students have 
found. 

One essential way to 
connect is through 
professional organizations, 
like the Modern Language 
Association (MLA). Every 
serious student of English 
should be aware of the 
activities of this organization 
and its affiliated regional 
groups (for example, I 
belong to the South Atlantic 
Modern Language 
Association). The regional 
groups are smaller and 
conferences are hosted 
within the region, often 
making it more economical 
to attend or connect with 
colleagues within a 
reasonable geographical 
proximity from your home. 
(Certainly, these 
geographical constraints are 
becoming less and less 
important with today’s 
technology, however.)  
 

(continued p. 6) 

Resources for English Majors: 
 

• Modern Language Association 
(MLA) Career Resources 

• Association of American Publishers 
(AAP) 

 

 

http://www.mla.org/career_resources
http://www.mla.org/career_resources
http://www.publishers.org/
http://www.publishers.org/
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Millie Jones,  

M.A., M.Ed. 
AWC Writing consultant 

 

 I began my career at Ashford 
University in the Writing Center in 
August of 2013. My educational 
background consists of a B.S. in 
Psychology, an M.Ed. in Secondary 
Language Arts, and an M.A. in 
Rhetoric and Writing Studies. I feel 
that my unique background in 
psychology, educational theories, 
and writing pedagogies gives me an 
opportunity to be of service to the 
whole student instead of having a 
singular focus on only the piece of 
writing that comes across my desk. I  
love that I have the opportunity to 
help our students become more 
sophisticated writers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I see successful writing as 
the key to opening doors to 
communication, critical thinking, 
and opportunities.  

  

I moved to San Diego from 
Alabama with my dog Mister 
about two years ago and have 
fallen in love with the weather 
and the people. Although, I do 
miss my fried food and my 
greens! Most of my time is spent 
exploring San Diego, relaxing 
with my dog, and, of course, 
catching up on Netflix shows.  

Millie Jones 

 
Millie Jones, M.A., M.Ed.  
 
 
 

     
 
  
 

 
Ashford Student Writers   
 

“I love that I have the opportunity to 
help our students become more 
sophisticated writers.” 

Millie Jones, AWC Consultant 

The AWC website is always 
at your fingertips at 

http://awc.ashford.edu 

 
Ashford student at work 
 

 

https://awc.ashford.edu/Index.html
http://awc.ashford.edu/
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From Dr. Battistelli, 
Academic Chair 

 

Welcome to the 
second edition of the English 
Exchange. In the last 
(inaugural) issue, I 
introduced myself and my 
role at Ashford. I explained 
that as Academic Chair of the 
Division of Communication 
Arts, I oversee the 
functioning of the division at 
large. I am happy to report 
that I am now joined in this 
effort by Dr. Mingzhen Bao, 
Associate Professor of 
Linguistics, who serves as co-
chair to our division.   

As an English 
Professor and former English 
Program Chair, English is my 
passion. I have a bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral degree 
in English, so it’s a natural 
that one of my passions is to 
develop and oversee 
initiatives to improve the 
English bachelor’s degree 
program.  
 To this end, we are 
developing new courses (like 
the Shakespeare course now 
underway) and revising to 
improve existing English 
courses.  I am pleased to 
welcome Dr. Lorna Wheeler 
who will now serve as 
English Program Chair 
(upper division), beginning 
mid-June.  

 
 

 

As you know, an 
important initiative this 
year is to connect with and 
showcase the talents of our 
fabulous students in the 
English program. The 
English Exchange newsletter 
provides a venue for this 
initiative.  We hope you 
will find the newsletter 
interesting, informative, 
and inspiring as you 
continue your educational 
journey as an English 
major.  

Dr. Battistelli 
 

 

Click here for video 
Message from Dr. 

Battistelli

 

What to do with an  
English major 

 (continued from p. 4) 
 

MLA (as the association is called) offers a 
wide range of resources on its webpage, 
for example, this career resource page: 
MLA Career Resources here. Many 
resources are open to everyone while 
some, like the MLA job lists, are open 
only to members. Membership is based on 
income with special rates for graduate 
students.  
 Another professional 
organization that could lead to 
opportunities in publishing is the 
Association of American Publishers 
(AAP).  AAP  is the national trade 
association for the U.S. book publishing 
industry and includes a job search feature, 
www.bookjobs.com.   Using the tool, I 
searched the editorial category with 
writing as a key word and netted a 
number of jobs and internships across the 
nation and some freelance remote 
positions. There are also categories in 
promotion, publicity and marketing and 
you may select a publisher of your choice.   
 With our skills in research, we 
can easily locate a wealth of available  
resources; it is reassuring to know of the 
many opportunities before us as English 
majors! 
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