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This is a special edition of the Sociology newsletter in honor of 

all our recent graduates.  I had the privilege of travelling to 

Clinton, Iowa a few weeks back to attend the Ashford      

University graduation  

ceremony and related 

events.   The day before 

graduation, festivities     

include   opportunities to 

meet      program faculty 

and the various campus 

societies, a tour of the on 

ground campus, a visit 

to the bookstore to 

load up on Ashford merchandise, and the ever popular photo 

ops with the President of Ashford, Dr. Pattenaude and Champ 

the Ashford mascot. 

It is also a wonderful      

opportunity for students to  
recognize their achievement in 

front of family and friends.  I 

really encourage graduates of 

our program to attend the 

graduation weekend     

festivities…it is a wonderful way to celebrate the achievement 

of earning a college degree!    

Here is a link to the College of Liberal Arts Graduation  
Ceremony on May 4, 2014 -  http://www.meridix.com/mbp/

general/index.php?liveid=AshfordUniversity&recordid=56007 
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Members include: 

-college and university faculty 

-researchers 

-students 

-practitioners.” 

-Excerpt from ASA (2014).  

 

For more information on the largest socio-

logical association in America, please 

check out the link below.   

http://www.asanet.org/members/

joinasa.cfm 

As the national organization for sociolo-

gists, the American Sociological Associa-

tion, (ASA)  through its Executive Office, 

is well positioned to provide a unique set 

of services to its members and to promote 

the vitality, visibility, and diversity of the 

discipline. Working at the national and 

international levels, the Association aims 

to articulate policy and implement pro-

grams likely to have the broadest possible 

impact for sociology now and in the fu-

ture. 

ASA is: 

-a non-profit membership association 

based in Washington, DC 

-dedicated to advancing sociology as a 

scientific discipline and profession serving 

the public good 

-an association of over 13,000+  members 

-home to 52 special interest sections with 

more than 21,000 members 

-host of an annual meeting with more 

than 6,000 participants 

-publisher of 9 professional journals and 

magazines 

iWireless Center-May 4, 2014-Courtesy of Dr. Elaine 

Alden  

One of the joys of the graduation week-

end is meeting and learning more about 

our graduates.  It never ceases to 

amaze me how many of our students 

are in or affiliated with the military, 

and how many are parents.  It is really 

inspiring to see our students succeed 

whilst also balancing so many other 

priorities.  Some of the stories that 

stood out for me were: 

-A graduate and her family who had 

travelled 2 days from St. Kitts to cele-

brate their earning a Sociology degree; 

 

-A graduate that hoped to help the 

American Indian community through 

further work supporting Diabetes 

awareness programs – a key health 

policy issue for this demographic; 

-A graduate who had balanced the chal-

lenges of classes, motherhood, and ac-

tive duty in Afghanistan to successfully 

achieve her degree; 

-A graduate who had stopped and start-

ed their degree over the last 30 years, 

to finally come to Ashford, have their 

years of transfer credits compiled and 

finish the classes needed to finally get 

their degree in hand;  

 

-And last, a graduate who was so over-

whelmed by the positive experience of 

obtaining a degree from Ashford Uni-

versity, enjoying the classes and in-

structors so much, as well as the dedi-

cation of their Student Advisor, that 

they would tell their story to every per-

son they came in contact with. 

 

Hearing these stories is an amazing 

experience for a faculty member to 

hear, as it is your success which spurs 

us on to teach and share our knowledge 

with you!   
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American Sociological Association  

Career Resources  

 

The American Sociological Associa-

tion is the professional organization 

for Sociologist in the US.  Member-

ship is on a sliding scale according to 

what you can afford, and there are 

many resources available to members 

to support their career preparedness 

and job search.  Be sure to check out 

their career resources through the 

link below. 

http://www.asanet.org/employment/

careers.cfm 

Many of us often wonder where do we 

go to look for help with the next step 

in our lives. The following are a cou-

ple of easy to use resources for both 

current students as well as of       

Sociology.  

 

These two great resources are      

regularly shared and cited in the club 

and can also be very useful to gradu-

ates and those preparing for their 

future careers are listed below.  

Please be sure to visit these (and 

others) to stimulate your discussions 

in the club as well as for career    

guidance/assistance.  

Ashford Career Services  

 

Ashford Career Services offers many 

opportunities to prepare for job 

search activities both with tutorials 

and one-to-one support.  Resume 

guidance, job postings, and interview 

preparation and practice are a couple 

of the services offered to current  

students as well as alumnus. Be sure 

to check out their resources through 

the link below. 

http://www.ashford.edu/

student_services/careerservices.htm 

 

 Also included are job postings and job 

search resources, as well as many   

faculty members of the club who may 

be able to share career advice.   

Always feel free to post questions about 

your job search in the club! New mem-

bers are always welcome! 

Be sure to look out for announcements 

in the Sociology Club in LinkedIn where 

we post the latest weekly graduates in 

sociology.  Feel free to congratulate your 

peers and revel in their success as it 

inspires you to continue on your own 

journey…in no time you will be joining 

them!   

Please utilize the club to discuss topics 

from a sociological lens and to see what 

other sociologists are researching/

discussing on many topics in society  

today. Recent discussions in the club 

ranged from flexible work options in the 

workforce to food deserts across the US 

to name a couple. Every day there is 

something new! 

Kelly is currently very busy here at Ashford 

as she is majoring in both History and     

Sociology and is minoring in Social and 

Criminal Justice, Public Administration and 

Psychology.  She is also the current Presi-

dent of the Ashford History Club as well.  

Please take a moment to stop in the club to 

see what Jax, Kelly and the other members 

of the club are discussing today!  

Please join us in welcoming the both the 

new President of the Sociology Club, Ms. 

Jacquelyn (Jax) Petrovic and the new 

treasurer, Ms. Kelly Zawodniak. Both Jax 

and Kelly have been instrumental in the 

daily discussions in the club and both are 

ready to help take the club to the next 

level.  

Jax is currently working towards her Mas-

ter’s in Public Administration and thus 

far has maintained a 4.0 GPA while also 

balancing work and family. She also has a 

passion for social action and  social justice.  
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Behind The Scenes: Full Time Faculty  

Dr. Elaine Alden, Program Chair 

Dr. Efua Akoma, Assistant Professor (Sociology Club Advisor) 

Dr. Nichole Boutte-Heiniluoma, Assistant Professor (Newsletter Editor) 

Dr. Layana Navarre-Jackson, Assistant Professor (Peer Review Specialist) 

Dr. C.T Rowley, Assistant Professor (Faculty Forum Specialist) 
 

Ashford University is a vibrant community that offers effective learning online.  

Whether you pursue your education on line or in the traditional college experience, 

you’ll find both infused with the same history of academic excellence.  
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