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Letter from the Chair

We have exciting news to share about recent happenings
in our program!  With the growing need for instructors
in Applied Linguistics, we’ve hired four professors since
July, each with a Ph.D. degree in Linguistics and years
of  teaching experience in computational linguistics,
second language acquisition, communicative disorder
and other linguistics subfields. 
    We launched a new course, LNG 321, designed
specifically for linguistics majors to replace ENG 321
as a required course. If  you have already taken ENG321,
the course will continue to count towards your degree.
If  you have not taken ENG 321, please contact your
Student Advisor to enroll in LNG 321 Foundations of
Linguistics. We also revised LNG 206 Language and
Technology based on comments and feedback received
from you; in addition, we replaced the 1991 textbook
with Language and Computers by Dickinson, Brew and
Meurers (2013). In April, we held a Webinar for students
titled, “Exploring Careers in Linguistics.” We discussed
the kinds of  job opportunities available to linguistics
majors, as well as how to begin the job search. If  you
missed the Webinar, you can still listen and view it at:
http://bpiedu.adobeconnect.com/p5j9abvigpc/
Moving forward, the leadership team is discussing the
possibility of  integrating career discussions into upper-
level linguistics courses. Our professors will assist you
in formulating your career plan, developing your goals
and resume, writing your cover letter, and preparing for
interviews. In that regard, it’s important for you to
follow the recommended course sequence to get the
most out of  our curriculum. See the Ashford Catalog at:
http://www.ashford.edu/catalog-online-undergraduate-
programs.htm#catalog11906)
The Applied Linguistics Program is currently

considering its Strategic Plan and undergoing its

Program Review. This is a
process that all academic
programs at accredited
universities undergo every
five years in order to
ensure the quality of  the
educational experience for
students. As part of  this
process, we would like to
discuss certificate options
with you. Please contact Dr. Adrianne Hanson at
Adrianne.Hanson@ashford.edu if  you are interested in
certain types of  certificates (for example, world
language teaching and learning, or computational
linguistics) in order to increase your competitiveness in
the marketplace. Employers continue to express an
interest in linguistics majors for their skills in effective
communication, problem solving, interpersonal
relations, teamwork, computer literacy, research, and
adaptability. 60% of  linguistics graduates are in paid
employment six months after graduation; 25% go on to
some form of  further education. 
    In this issue of  The Linguists: Student Edition, we
interview one of  our wonderful instructors, Angela
Zacharias, and we introduce our newest full-time faculty
member, Sanaa Riaz. You will also find curriculum
updates, a reminder about linguistics resources in the
Ashford Online Library, Career Services information.
We also introduce a new Movie Night column you will
not want to miss!
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Adrianne:  How long have you been teaching for
Ashford University? Which courses do you teach?

Angela: I started teaching for Ashford in early 2012,
and I tend to split my time teaching in the areas of
linguistics and psychology. A few of  the courses I've
had an opportunity to teach include Meaning in
Language, I/O Psychology, Structures of  Language,
Social Psychology, and Survey of  Communicative
Disorders. My teaching experience actually started at
the high school level in Mexico, and once I
completed my Ph.D., I started teaching at the
undergraduate and graduate levels. I truly enjoy the
online environment - while it does have its challenges
(like lack of  nonverbal feedback), I appreciate the
opportunity to work with such a diverse group of
people who become linked together by a common
interest. I also really like the challenge of  finding new
ways to connect to students and share knowledge and
experiences. I think it provides me with another way
to ensure that I'm current in my field as well. 

Adrianne:  Where do you call home? What is the
place known for? Outside of  teaching, do you
have any special interests or hobbies?

Angela: The great metropolis of  Houston, Texas is
home to me! I grew up in Wisconsin and then moved
to Mexico as an adult. After completing my master's
degree in central Mexico and spending almost a
decade working there, I decided that it was time to
move back to the U.S. Since I was no longer immune
to the cold, I decided to apply for jobs in cities in
warmer climates and ended up taking a job in
Houston. I've been at that same company for almost
ten years now and I love Houston. I'd say Houston

is known for the humidity (which doesn't bother me),
but what I really like about it is the diversity of
people and the almost infinite number of  things to
do. We have excellent museums, zoos, parks,
restaurants, and shopping, so it's pretty difficult to
get bored. Of  course the down side is the traffic! 

I have to say that it's hard to get bored around here.
I live in suburbia during the week, so there is the
usual work schedule, plus any fun outings we come
up with. I spend most of  our weekends out in the
country on a little ranch that my husband and I have
built. I love that my kids, who are 3 and 4, get to
experience city life and country life. I think it's
important for them to figure things out and get dirty
and I'm grateful to be able to give them that
opportunity. We do a lot of  hunting and outdoor
activities. I'd really like to get back into horses, but I
think that's a better option when the kids are able to
clean stalls with me! We did raise Texas Longhorn
Cattle for a while, but giant cows with huge horns
turned out to be a bit more trouble than we could
handle! 

Adrianne: What are your specific research
interests in the field of  linguistics?

Angela: Linguistics is such a broad area and applies
to so many areas of  life. Personally, I find the area
of  second and foreign languages quite interesting,
and that was part of  the reason I took the job in
Houston. I became very fluent in Spanish while living
in Mexico, and I also worked with students learning
English as a foreign language while I was there. I
think it is really interesting to study the difference
between language acquisition and language learning

Faculty Snapshot

Interview with Angela Zacharias
by Adrianne Hanson

Angela Zacharias is an associate faculty member in the Applied Linguistics
Program. This August, Angela was recognized as one of  Ashford’s top instructors.
In this interview, Angela talks about her journey to becoming a linguist, her family
and hometown, and her advice for linguistics majors contemplating their future.
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and apply it to adult second and foreign language
learners. I also find the world of  communication
disorders to be quite interesting.

Adrianne: How did you enter the field of
linguistics and what made you want to go on to
graduate school?

Angela: I was kind of  a rebellious kid, and at some
point realized that not only could I extend my six
month long "exchange" program in Mexico, but if  I
just picked the right combination of  major and
minor for my undergraduate degree, I could graduate
really early and go do something that I actually
wanted to do. Sounds like teenager logic to me! So
there I was - 20 years old and living in Mexico...now
what? I ended up working for a school teaching in
an associate's degree program. One of  my
supervisors had been working towards her master's
degree in Applied Linguistics, and when she
explained the degree plan and the field to me, I
became really interested. I liked that the program
was focused on the applied side of  things - I could
see potential career paths and research ideas, and the
program had additional appeal because it was taught
partially in English, partially in Spanish. I applied
and was accepted, and went to work on my degree.
It ended up being really ideal, as the school was a
fairly well-known private university in central
Mexico, and we had a great core faculty group plus
some excellent guest professors. 

Adrianne: What advice would you give to
linguistics majors as they progress through their
courses, and as they consider their options post-
graduation?

Angela: It's all about strategy and networking.
Nowadays, my "day" job is actually the Director of
Human Resources at a consulting company. We work
with thousands of  people looking for jobs and I've
seen a lot of  different approaches to career planning.
The most important factors in achieving career-
related goals seem to be a strategic plan and a strong
network. Even if  you're not close to graduation,
think five years ahead. Ask yourself  what you need
to do to get from where you are to where you see
yourself  in five years. The answer isn't always a
single step, so it helps to be strategic and figure out

all the steps you may need to take in between. It is
far easier to work on those steps while you're still in
school. At the same time, build a network of
contacts that supports your goals. You never know
when you're going to need to call in a favor or ask a
question. The more your peers or potential future
bosses know about you now, the more likely you are
to have a chance at that job you want or get selected
to be part of  that research team. It even helps to
have a network just to stay focused and handle some
of  the frustration that comes with being in school.
Treat your plan and your network like part of  your
family - they need attention and care. Don't be afraid
to get creative - you can volunteer or consult or find
other ways to get involved in your field and gain
valuable experience and relationships.

Angela Zacharias turns the camera on the kids at the famous Cadillac Ranch in
Amarillo, Texas. 



  

Dr. Sanaa Riaz has joined the Applied Linguistics Program as a
full-time faculty member. Dr. Riaz is a cultural anthropologist
by training and holds master's degrees in Applied Linguistics
from UMass Boston and in History from the University of
Karachi, Pakistan. Dr. Riaz has received training in several
languages and has served as an ESL and foreign language
instructor. Her research is focused on issues of  language and
social class in parochial schools, for which she conducted long-
term ethnographic fieldwork in Pakistan. Her recent
publications include:
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Dr. Sanaa Riaz Joins the Program

Do you ever come across linguistics
terminology or concepts that you
find confusing? Do you wish you
had a basic dictionary or reference
guide focused specifically on the
field of  Applied Linguistics? If  you
haven’t already, be sure to check out
the Linguistics Subject Guide in the
Ashford Online Library:
http://ashfordonline.libguides.com.
proxy-library.ashford.edu/linguistics

The guide has a section dedicated to
dictionaries and encyclopedias
related to the field of  linguistics. You will find volumes focused on phonetics, sociolinguistics, communication disorders,
and language acquisition. And remember that the librarians are there to help you! 
You may e-mail a librarian 24/7, and someone will get back to you within 24 hours. 
The library also hosts online chats on Thursdays, from 9am – 10am PT and 3pm – 4pm PT.

Riaz, S. (2014). New Islamic Schools: Tradition, modernity, and class in
urban Pakistan. New York: NY: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Riaz, S. (2013). Technology use in the language classroom:
Paradigms, experiments, and recommendations. Arab World English
Journal, 4(3): 300-307. Retrieved from http://www.awej.org/
images/AllIssues/Volume4/Volume4Number3Sept2013/25.pdf

Faculty Update

Library Guide
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Program Review 

& Curriculum Updates
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Strengths
v Only online bachelor’s degree in Applied Linguistics in the U.S.
v Solid curriculum in the fundamentals of  linguistics, including phonetics, morphology, semantics, neurolinguistics,
language acquisition, socio-linguistics, computational linguistics, and communication disorders.
v Healthy program growth: 194 students are currently enrolled as linguistics majors, up from 106 in 2011. The
program continues to grow each year.
v High student performance: linguistics majors produce superior academic work and possess excellent critical thinking
and communication skills. 
v High faculty performance: linguistics faculty consistently score above average in teaching evaluations. 
v Community building: the program fosters community among students and faculty through quarterly newsletters,
Webinars, the development of  library resources, and other outreach activities.
v Relevance in the marketplace: employers continue to express an interest in linguistics majors for their skills in
effective communication, problem solving, interpersonal relations, teamwork, computer literacy, research, and adaptability.

Based on its development, growth, and sustainability since its inception, the Applied Linguistics Program is poised to
continue attracting diverse students who see the real-world relevance of  the field and the opportunities for using their
education in the marketplace. 

Course Clusters
A recommended sequence was established for progressing through the major. This sequence was developed by clustering
courses according to specific sub-fields:

Cluster #1: Understanding and Teaching Language Courses (9 credits): LNG 321, LNG 353, LNG 206
Cluster #2: Theoretical Linguistics Courses (15 credits): LNG 320, LNG 310, LNG 415, LNG 360, LNG 450
Cluster #3: Second Language Acquisition Courses (9 credits): LNG 212, ELL 361, ELL 355
Cluster #4: Speech Therapy Courses (6 credits): LNG 222, LNG 455
Cluster #5: Applied Linguistics Capstone Course (3 credits): LNG 497

Changes to Program Learning Objects (PLO’s)
New PLO3: Examine the use of  language-related technologies and their impact on professions.
New PLO5: Demonstrate an understanding of  Linguistics fields, such as phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics.

New Course: LNG 321 Foundations of  Linguistics
launched on 7/29. LNG 321 now replaces ENG 321 as a
required major course.
Course Revisions Completed:
LNG 206, LNG 222, LNG 320, LNG 415

New Textbook: LNG 206 textbook updated per student
and instructor requests.

Waypoint enabled courses by end of  2014 
LNG 206, 212, 222, 321, 360, 450, 455, 497.

The Applied Linguistics Program is currently undergoing
its Program Review. A Program Review typically results in
an Action Plan, or a set of  short-term and long-term goals
that envision the program’s growth and success. The first

step in the beginning the program review this summer was
to look at the program’s strengths and opportunities. The
findings emphasize the sustainability of  the program and
its importance within the Liberal Arts at Ashford.  

Other Chages



Spotlight on Careers

Speech recognition technology (SRT) refers to
computer software systems that convert speech or
spoken words to text. It is also referred to as
automated speech recognition (ASR), continuous
speech recognition (CSR), or voice recognition
(VR). 

A speech recognition technologist designs software
for the following applications: in-car systems
(voice commands), health care (medical
documentation and digital dictation), military
systems (high-performance aircraft), air-traffic
control systems, telephony, education (language
acquisition), daily life (hands-free computing).   

Recent job postings require candidates to have a
degree in computer science, mathematics, or
computational linguistics. Knowledge of  modern
programming languages is a plus. A technologist
for a software company might perform the

following day-to-day tasks: 
• Develop, evaluate, and tune speech recognition
systems.
• Develop speech decoders, language models, or
acoustic models.
• Implement new systems using modern
programming languages (C++, java, Python, Shell)
for Windows or mobile devices.

A brief  survey of  online job listings on sites such
as GlassDoor.com and SimplyHired.com show the
average salary for speech recognition technologists
around $76K.

It is never too early in your degree program to visit
the Ashford Career Services site. You can enter the
site by logging in to your Student Portal and
clicking on the My Career link. Career counselors
can assist you with goal planning, resumes, and
cover letters.

Speech Recognition Technologist
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Movie Night!

Congratulations!Next Issue: 
Interview with our Graduates, Career Services Q&A,
New Library Acquisitions in Linguistics, Program
Updates, and more . . . ! 

In this new section of  The Linguists: Student Edition, we explore films
of  interest to linguistics majors. If  you have seen a movie that deals
with issues of  language, speech, or language acquisition and
development that you think other students would enjoy, let us know
and we will preview it here! 

Have you seen Nell? This drama from 1994, starring Jodie Foster,
Liam Neeson, and Natasha Richardson, is of  particular interest for
students of  linguistics. It follows a physician, Jerome (Neeson), and
psychology student Paula (Richardson), as they attempt to work with
a hermetic young woman (Foster) living alone in a North Carolina
forest. Nell speaks an undiscernible language, a form of  English based
on her mother’s asphasic speech after a stroke. When Nell’s mother
dies, she is forced to confront the outside world. 

You can read Rogert Ebert’s movie review here:
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/nell-1994

On October 5, 2014, two of  our undergraduate students
joined the Fall Class of  2014 in celebrating their
graduation from Ashford University. This year, the 9, 239
graduates hailed from all 50 states and 10 countries

Congratulations go to Piper Pendell and Amber Caras!
We wish both of  you the very best in your future
endeavors!

Nell (1994)
Director: Michael Apted
Producers: Jodie Foster, Renee Missel, Graham Place
Screenwriters: William Nicholson, Mark Handley
Based on: Idioglossia, by Mark Handley
Starring: Jodie Foster, Liam Neeson, Natasha Richardson, Richard Libertini, Nick Searcy
Distributed by: 20th Century Fox
Running time: 113 minutes
Rating: PG-13
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The Linguists: Student Edition turns the spotlight on our profession and is a celebration of  you and your achievements.
Please send us any news or ideas of  content you would like to see. For instance, if   you have a favorite movie or
book that made you think about language and would like to write a review for our next issue, you can email us at
TheLinguists@ashford.edu
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