
The Linguist Student Edition

Letter from the Chair

Hello linguistics majors , and welcome to the second
edition of  The Linguists, our quarterly online

newsletter for students. 
Did you know that the Applied Linguistics Program at
Ashford University is the only fully online
undergraduate program in linguistics in the United
States? With your work, we will make it the best! Your
input is helping us to build a strong and vibrant
program. (See the chart and article below). 
One of  our initiatives this year is to showcase the

talents of  our fabulous students in the Applied
Linguistics Program by making visible the good work
that you do. Please share with us your thoughts on the
program’s curriculum, as well as your Grade A final
papers, which we would like to include in a writing
sample section in future issues. 

We hosted our first student workshop in April, titled
“Exploring Careers in Linguistics.” You can access the
recorded webinar by clicking here or find it at
http://bpiedu.adobeconnect.com/p5j9abvigpc/.
Currently, we are collecting topics for our next student
workshop. Please feel free to contact Dr. Adrianne
Hanson at Adrianne.Hanson@ashford.edu to propose
topics that you would find interesting and that would
benefit you as you pursue studies at Ashford and
consider future career options.  
We believe this newsletter will continue to provide

opportunities for all of  us to get to know each other
better, learn from each other, and to engage in academic
conversation. 
Thank You and Welcome!
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“Did you know that the Applied Linguistics Program at Ashford

University is the only fully online undergraduate program in

linguistics in the United States?”

During the 2010 school year, 6 students enrolled as linguistics majors. In
2011, that number had grown to 106, and has continued to grow to 193 at
present. According to the third quarter report of  2013, the Applied
Linguistics Program was ranked the 2nd in terms of  enrollment growth at
Ashford University. Over 80 associate faculty members are approved to
teach linguistics courses, with around 30 actively teaching and 9 aligned
specifically with the program. 

Growing Strong: 
Enrollment Increases in Linguistic Majors

In This Issue:  
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Richard Schnoll is one of  the talented and dedicated faculty who teach
in the Applied Linguistics Program. In this interview, we asked
Richard about his interest in the field of  linguistics, his life outside
of  teaching, and the advice he would give to majors. 

How long have you been teaching for Ashford University? Which courses do you
teach?

I've been teaching for Ashford since 2008. I teach a variety of  courses,
such as English Composition (ENG121 and 122) and Introductory
Linguistics (ENG321), and recently I've been teaching the Evolution
of  the English Language (LNG353) and Second Language Acquisition
(LNG212).

Where do you call home? What is the place known for?
Outside of  teaching , do you have any special interests or
hobbies?

Home is Milwaukee, Wisconsin —best known for
beer, brats, and Harley Davidson! When I'm not
teaching, I'm working on my art or music. I
design and build glass sculptures, lamps, and
windows, and I've also been studying and playing
music (mostly the guitar) for most of  my life. 

What are your specific research interests in the field of
linguistics?

I'm currently working on my dissertation for my
Ph.D., and it is focused on online pedagogy in
the context of  global business communication.
This is more related to the field of  technical
communication, but my background in linguistics is useful.

How did you enter the field of  linguistics and what made you want to go on to graduate school?

I wanted to live and teach in different countries, so I went back to earn my master's degree in applied
linguistics back in 1992. I knew that having a graduate degree would open up many doors of  opportunity
that would otherwise be closed, and it has made all the difference in the progression of  my career.

What advice would you give to linguistics majors as they progress through their courses, and as they consider their options
post-graduation?

I would say, expose yourselves as undergraduates to as many different topic areas in the field as you can
so that you can find out what interests you the most. I would also constantly keep an eye on the job market
to see what is out there and what employers are looking for in their candidates. That way, you can start
progressing toward your goals in a more organized and methodical manner to acquire the skills and
experience you need to be successful.

Faculty Snapshot

Interview with Richard Schnoll

Iin his spare time, Richard Schnoll likes to build glass structures, including lamps,
a(as featured above) and windows.



Library Guide
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The librarians at the Ashford Library are dedicated to assisting
students with specific research projects. They can also direct
students to resources in their field of  study. In this issue of  The
Linguists, we profile one of  our librarians who is tireless in her work
with Ashford students.

What led you to become a librarian?

Why I became a librarian: I believe that knowing how to find and
access quality information is essential to all aspects of  life. I enjoy
helping people.

What advice would you give to linguistics majors?   

It is a good idea to remember to be flexible when you are
conducting research.  If  you get too focused on one idea, you may
miss something even better. 

Meet Rebecca Nowicki   

Digital Services Librarian
Liaison to the College of  Liberal Arts
Degree: MLIS, San Jose State University 
Interests: Drawing and painting, traveling,
hiking, reading, dancing, playing in the
ocean, and chasing her corgi puppy around. 

The Applied Linguistics Program would especially like to thank Rebecca for helping to create the
Linguistics Subject Guide for students. The guide highlights those resources most helpful for linguistics
majors, including: library databases, e-books, websites, associations and organizations, and job search
databases. If  you have not yet explored the Linguistics Subject Guide in the Ashford Library, please check it out at
the following link:   http://ashfordonline.libguides.com.proxy-library.ashford.edu/linguistics 

http://ashfordonline.libguides.com.proxy-library.ashford.edu/linguistics 


Speech-Language Pathology is the study of  communication disorders.
Speech-language pathologists (or speech therapists) assist patients with
a variety of  disorders, including: developmental speech delays (infants
and children), stuttering, Autism Spectrum Disorders, Traumatic Brain
Injury (TBI), stroke, Parkinson’s Disease, swallowing disorders. An SLP
may work in a variety of  settings, such as preschools (including Head
Start programs) and elementary schools, hospitals, rehabilitation centers,
nursing homes, and private practice. 
The job forecast for the field of  Speech-Language Pathology is

excellent, with 23% growth expected from 2010-2020. The median
annual salary for clinical SLPs is $73,790 (U.S. Bureau of  Labor
Statistics, May 2013; ASHA 2010 Schools Survey; ASHA Market Trends
Report, 2010).
Speech-Language Pathology is a popular career option for students

pursuing an undergraduate degree in Applied Linguistics. As an
undergraduate, your courses in introductory linguistics, communication
disorders, phonetics, and language development give you the foundation
needed to pursue a graduate program. A student who wishes to pursue
a career as a speech therapist should plan on completing a two-year
master’s degree program, as well as the necessary certification through
the American Speech-Hearing Association. 
The website of  the American Speech-Hearing Association provides

information about the field, as well as licensing requirements:
www.asha.org. The “For Students” tab on the left-side navigation bar
leads to a variety of  resources, including a database for researching
graduate programs. 
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Spotlight on Careers
Speech-Language Pathology

Just the Facts
Speech-Language 
Jobs to Grow 19%

According to the U.S. Labor

Department Bureau of Labor

Statistics, records show that

speech-language pathologists

held about 134,100 jobs in

2012. Most pathologists work

full time and almost half work in

schools.

The median annual wage for

speech-language pathologists

was $69,870 in May 2012.

Speech-language pathologists

employment is projected to

grow 19 percent from 2012 to

2022, faster than the average

for all occupations. As the large

baby-boom population grows

older, there will be more

instances of health conditions

that cause speech or language

impairments, such as strokes

and hearing loss.

For a full report on the Job

Outlook for Speech-language

pathologists, see

http://www.bls.gov/ooh/health

care/print/speech-language-

pathologists.htm
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News & Updates

Have you explored The Linguist List? The Linguist List
is an international, online community of  linguists found
at www.linguistlist.org. The Linguist List provides an
index where guests and members can search for job
openings and upcoming conferences. The organization
also sponsors a variety of  projects, including OLAC
(Open Language Archives Community), ELCat (The
Catalogue of  Endangered Languages), MultiTree, and
DATA (Dena’ina Archiving in collaboration with the
Alaska Native Language Center).
Take a few minutes to explore The Linguist List. You

will be amazed to discover some of  the exciting research
and discussions taking place in different areas of  the
linguistics field.

News to Share? 
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If  you have news to share, or if  there is a topic or item
you wish to see included in a future newsletter, let us
know!

Have a wonderful summer!

In our student webinar in April, titled “Exploring
Careers in Linguistics,” we discussed career options for
Applied Linguistics majors. We also outlined steps for
beginning the job search process, including: conducting
research on companies, organizations, and graduate
programs; putting together a resume; and outlining a
cover letter. 
We offered students self-analysis exercise as a way of
thinking about how their education, skills, and
experience can translate into a variety of  positions. Key
to a sucessful strategy is linking education, experience,
knowledge, personality, and other activities that
supplement your professional profile. See the chart
below and take the test. It is not too early in your studies
to begin thinking about your own skills and interests! 
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Thinking About Careers: 
Examine Your Profile

EDUCATION

EXPERIENCE

KNOWLEDGE

PERSONALITY

OTHER

What did you do or learn during your education (diploma,
courses, projects) that could convince the employer that you
are able to do each task?

What did you gain from all your work experience (job title,
responsibilities, tasks, etc.), paid or unpaid, that could be
connected to this future job?

Among all of  your specialized, technical, computer, and
other knowledge, which items are pertinent for this job?

Among all your personality characteristics, which are
pertinent for this position?

What other experiences and skills could be used for your
profile, such as Professional membership, certification,
continuing education, etc.?

Association Profile

Linguistics Program Chair: Mingzhen Bao
Associate Professor, Linguistics
Mingzhen.Bao@ashford.edu
866.475.0317 x/9294

Editor: Adrianne Hanson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Linguistics
Adrianne.Hanson@ashford.edu
858.776.1977

Production Editor: Anna Copeland Wheatley, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Communications Studies
Anna.Wheatley@ashford.edu

The Linguistics Student Edition 


